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1st Virtual Awards Gala via Zoom 
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6:00 P.M. -AWARD CEREMONY
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THE 2020 GALA FUNDRAISER

This evening NEWH Atlanta Chapter
Presents: 

A Night of Celebrating Scholarship Winners
& Top ID Recipients

 
GALA COMMITTEE

Committee.........................................Dallas Bentley
Committee.........................................Penny Shelton
Committee...............................................Brian Hew
Commiittee.........................................Nicole Lijana
Committee.............................................Nina Perala
Committee.................................Todd Fuller Baxter
Committee...........................................Jamie Malys
Committee....................................Megan Markham
Committee.............................................Stacy Costa
Committee............................................Emily Hatch
Gala Bill & Marketing................Jessica Kendrick

 



Add a subheading

A custom cocktail, the "OG&T" was created by
committee board member, Jamie Malys, and her

mixologist husband. The drink is simple &
tasty for all the OG's and newbies in our hospitality

community. Enjoy! 



Eric is a native-ATLien who loves his city and the
people who make it beautiful. Capturing the life and
soul of Atlanta means capturing the people, places,
and memories that make Atlanta what it is. Eric’s

photography has been featured in local and national
publications including the Atlanta Journal

Constitution, Atlanta Magazine, Christianity Today,
and more—and he’s been featured by Snappr as one

of Atlanta’s best photographers.
www.ericsunphotography.com

 

Eric Sun Photography



CHAPTER BOARD EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Announcing the 2021 NEWH Atlanta 
Chapter Board

PRESIDENT............................................Dallas Bentley
 

V.P. ADMIN-NEWH DELEGATE....................Penny Shelton
 

VP OF DEVELOPMENT....................................Todd Fuller
 

SECRETARY.......................................................Jamie Malys
 

TREASURER...............................................Rhiannon Gibson
 

PAST PRESIDENT- NEWH DELEGATE...........Tara Hebert
 

EXECUTIVE ADVISOR.............................Jennifer Wellman
 
 



CHAPTER BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Announcing the 2021 NEWH Atlanta 
Chapter Board

SCHOLARSHIP..........................................Megan Markham
 

MEMBERSHIP..........................................................Amy Parry
 

PROGRAMMING...............................................Holly Johnson
 

FUNDRAISING..................................................Nicole Lijana
 

MARKETING.................................................Jessica Kendrick
 

EQUITY INCLUSION DIVERSITY...............Deaderia Morris
 

STUDENT RELATIONS..............................Debanshee Kalani
 



A thank you to NEWH
Atlanta President,

Dallas Bentley
On  behalf of the 2020 Atlanta Board, I would like to thank our

fearless leader, Dallas Bentley during this unusual year. Thank you
for helping bring this community together when we had to distance  

ourselves. Your hard work, adaptability, and dedication to this
chapter  was invaluable. Anyone who knows Dallas knows he is an

extremely kind, dedicated, and funny person.
 

Dallas served as President during 2020 and due to the 
limitations and challenges presented by Covid-19 we are 
thankful to have Dallas as our chapter president again 

next year in 2021. He served as President while managing 
Marietta Drapery, he is co-owner and director of hospitality sales,
he served countless hours planning events, meetings and paving

the way for progress within our chapter.  
 

Thank you for all your hard work and dedication to the NEWH
Atlanta chapter!

-2020 NEWH Atlanta Board



CLR RESOURCES
MINT GROUP

RR CONTRACT
INDON

ENCORE HOSPITALITY CARPET
REMINGTON LIGHTING

KLEM GROUP
ARNOLD HOSPITALITY

HALF OFF MEMBERSHIPS FOR NEW MEMBERS 
IF PURCHASED TONIGHT.



FAIRMONT
P/K KAUFMANN

DURKAN
VALLEY FORGE

SUMMER CLASSICS
JACKSON HILL DESIGN LINES

KIMBALL HOSPITALITY
MOMENTUM

 

HALF OFF MEMBERSHIPS FOR NEW MEMBERS 
IF PURCHASED TONIGHT.



SCAD, ATLANTA............AKSHITHA REDDY
SCAD, ATLANTA........DEBANSHEE KALANI

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA.....LAUREN HART
 

BANKO DESIGN
BLACKDOG STUDIO

DESIGN CONTINUUM INC.
DESIGN DIRECTIONS INTENATIONAL

FUSION A.I. DESIGN
GENSLER
LAGOM

SIMS PATRICK STUDIO
 

Scholarship Recipients

tTop ID Nominee's



     
 

 
 

Akshitha is an Architect from Chennai, India, and is 
currently pursuing the Master of Fine Arts program
in Interior Design at Savannah College of Art and 

Design (SCAD), Atlanta. The interior design projects
that she had worked on during her undergraduate

internship fueled her interest in this field. Her
interest in interior design springs from attention to
details, building, and innovating space from within.

She believes design greatly influences humanity and its
silent storytelling. She is passionate about vernacular 
design, which closely integrates cultural identity and 

sustainability using local materials and technology
emerging from ambient natural and cultural environments.

She aspires to be a social and environmentally 
responsible designer and enhance the lives of those

who engage with it.



 
Debanshee  Kalani is an Architect from Mumbai, India who is
passionate about creating spaces that promote healing and

encourage wellness. Since an early age, she has been eager to
understand the language of design and curious about how people
respond to it. Her mom, a professional interior designer, has been

her constant source of inspiration.
 

Debanshee is currently pursuing her M.F.A. in Interior 
Design at SCAD, Atlanta, where she has successfully
completed her graduate thesis project "Restorative

Interior Applications within Transitional Spaces" for which she was
awarded a Silver at the ASID Design Excellence Awards. She is also
a former  NEWH Atlanta Scholarship recipient. In 2020, Debanshee
became a student representative for the Atlanta hospitality industry

with her roles as the NEWH Student Liason. She was chosen to
become the Student Relations Director for the 2021 Board. And she

is an intern at Design Directions International, a local award-
winning design firm. 



Lauren Hart is from Orange Beach, Alabama, and attends The
University of Alabama while working full time for Brett/ Robinson
Real Estate  Development Company in their Development Division.
Lauren is a proud mother to two daughters; in 3rd and 5th grades.

They are active in youth soccer, church, and local community
events. Lauren is majoring in Hospitality Management and has been
enrolled in the Accelerated Master Program since 2019. This allowed

Lauren to work toward a bachelor's and master's degree
simultaneously. She expects to graduate in December

2020 with her bachelor's degree then graduate in May of 2022 with
her master's degree. After graduation Lauren hopes to remain

employed with Brett/ Robinson as well as teach evening classes at a
local community college. However, she is also considering work at a

major corporation such as Disney Marriott, or IHG. The area of
hospitality  Lauren is focused on is new construction and in her
current position, she is the liaison between the customer and the

jobsite. She is detail-oriented and ensures everything is taken care
of seamlessly. She finds this very rewarding and is proud to be an

independent, hardworking role model to her daughters.



TOP ID NOMINEES
RECOGNIZING DESIGN EXCELLENCE –
The TopID award is a prestigious honor

determined by NEWH chapter and regional
boards to recognize and promote the best in

our industry. 
 

A firm’s quality design work in the hospitality
industry, along with membership and support

the firm has provided the NEWH
chapter/region, is considered in the selection
process. This exclusive recognition is NEWH’s
way of supporting and promoting our Designer

membership. 
 

Not only are firms acknowledged by their local
community as a leader in hospitality design,

they are also celebrated internationally across
the vast network of professionals in the

industry!

 



BANKO DESIGN
Banko Design is a full-service interior design and

FF&E procurement firm for the senior living,
multifamily, and boutique hospitality markets. We

work with developers and operators to create
completely custom, concept-driven interiors and we
pride ourselves on making the design process easy,
efficient, and fun. Our clients enjoy our streamlined

design and procurement process, our detailed
documentation, our project management expertise,

and our ability to deliver great design at any budget.

 
 



Deca at Camperdown is a mid-rise multifamily
development built on the previous site of the

Greenville News complex and overlooking Reedy
River Falls. Inspired by nature and newspapers, the
large art installation in the lobby, handcrafted with
books, pays homage to Camperdown’s print legacy,
while the property’s penthouses boast views of the
waterfalls in the park below. Large, open industrial
spaces throughout Camperdown are complimented

with softness in upholstery and textiles, bringing pops
of warmth and color to the design.

 
 
 
 
 



Textural and industrial finishes highlight the
building’s architectural details. Emerald green tile in
the amenity spaces is juxtaposed with wood beam

ceilings and mixed metal lighting to create a
sophisticated and inviting lounge for residents. Local

photography graces the walls of the corridors
leading to unique amenities including bicycle

storage and fix-it room, a dog spa, co-working space,
and private conference rooms.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The design of Riverside St. Johns, a multifamily
development situated on the banks of the St.

Johns River in Jacksonville, FL, is influenced by its
coastal setting and an elevated industrial modern
aesthetic. The interiors throughout the community
feature dark and light wood tones that intertwine

with natural material textures to create a welcoming
haven for residents. The wood trim detailing in
the leasing office runs from the walls onto the

ceiling, creating a stunning feature that is accented
with origami-inspired lighting.

 
 
 
 
 



 
The warm but modern aesthetic of the Sky Lounge,
with panoramic views of downtown Jacksonville and

the river, is accentuated with white tones on
thewalls and flooring, rich natural materials and
moments of color in the textiles. A wood-slatted

feature wall serves as a grand statement at one end
of the room, while an abstract blue wallcovering
mirrors the waves rolling just outside the double

height windows.

 
 
 
 
 



BLACKDOG STUDIO
blackdog studio is a full service interior design firm
specializing in new build and renovation hospitality
projects.  Created in 2004 by Carolyn Auger Joiner,

ASID the studio is located in the energetic and
emerging "west side" neighborhood of downtown

Atlanta Georgia.  Our goal at blackdog studio is to
continue our work with a client base cultivated for

over 30 years.  Our design abilities, attention to detail,
flexibility and service oriented ideals set us apart from

other firms.  



Guestroom and suites renovation/custom design.



 New build with completely custom design. 

Homewood Suites Wilmington Delaware



Westin Ka'anapali Ocean Resort Villas



With four decades of experience and footsteps on five
continents, Design Continuum, Inc. brings to their

projects a vast knowledge and understanding of the
hospitality industry. Our team of seasoned architects

and designers are guided through the process by
partners Karen Jenkins and Norwood Faust. Whether a
remote five star resort or a modest suite renovation,
each project receives the attention of an experienced

team of professionals. 

DESIGN CONTINUUM INC.



DESIGN CONTINUUM INC.



Hotel Bennett, Charleston S.C. 



Marriott Virginia Beach Ocean Front



DESIGN DIRECTIONS
INTERNATIONAL

 
Design Directions International, under the direction of

Buddy McDowell and Sherry Decker, is an award-
winning Interior Design Firm specializing in

Hospitality Design. We have completed over 400 hotel
design projects in 15 countries.  We are creative

designers, fun to be around, and easy to work with.
 



Hyatt Regency Misson Bay
San Diego, California 



JW Marriott Union Square
San Francisco, California



 Fusion A.I.Design is a small team that delivers big
results.  The ability to effectively deliver excellence is
a direct result of being a collaborative team where
each member of the team is uniquely suited to bring
their own expertise and talents to the projects we
design.  We truly value the input of every team
member including not only our Employees, but also
the Clients, Architects and Contractors we work with. 
 Because we have a strong background in both
Architecture and Interior Design, we design with the
big picture in sight and capitalize our design solutions
with the full consideration of the building as a whole.

 

FUSION A.I. DESIGN



 

Fusion A.I. Design provided custom interior design
 for all amenity features of an adaptive re-use

development in the heart of downtown Knoxville
within walking distance of the historic Tennessee
Theatre, the University of TN and Market Square.

Transforming a 70’s era office building into a mixed
use project which supports a 166 room upscale hotel, a
rooftop bar with outdoor lounge and pool, a local fine
dining restaurant, an independent coffee shop, spa,

Top Golf Swing Suite and finallytwo private condos, it
has already become a Knoxville destination since

opening in October 2019.
 
 
 



 

 
The classic yet playful aesthetic seamlessly

weaves the hotel’s design into the fabric of the
city. Strong textures are placed on a neutral-

range backdrop with indigo blue accents and a
sparing use of the regionally significant Volunteer
Orange, provides just the right amount of warm,
vibrant contrast to the timeless sophisticated

palette.

 
 
 
 



 

Hampton Inn Oakland CA opened in July, 2019 as
downtown’s first new hotel in 18 years! Located jus

a short walk from the business district and the
Oakland Convention Center, the 6-story hotel
contributes 121 new rooms to the city’s tourism

boom. The public area design is completely
custom, while still respecting all Brand

requirements. It provides a chic, casual-hip vibe
befitting its location by incorporating bold color

accents with clean, modern style furnishings.

 
 
 



 

Original, curated art supports the very active local arts
community, while also introducing visitors to the city’s
history and culture. Architecturally, spaces are defined
utilizing accent wood ceilings, walls and millwork with

a deliberately natural, light wood tone to further
support the modern aesthetic. In the guestrooms,
select custom details such as headboard graphics

inspired by the city’s street map and accent seating in
pops of orange and fuschia colors further support the

overall design.



GENSLER
"NEWH has been instrumental in providing connections,

educational opportunities and more for our industry. 
 Gensler is honored to be recognized once again,, and we

are excited to celebrate our designers and their projects. " -
Cristi Moore, ASID, IIDA, LEED GA, Senior

Associate, Design Director, Co-Studio Director, Hospitality
Gensler works with hoteliers to design memorable travel

experiences for their guests around the world. We approach
 hospitality as an opportunity to fulfill guests' needs and desires

while enhancing comfort and convenience, drawing on our 
insights into specific guest preferences, values, and behaviors to
create versatile, welcoming hotels. Gensler has consistently been

ranked by Interior Design Magazine as the Most Admired Firm and
has been recognized by Fast Company as one of the 30 Most

Important Design Companies in 2019. 



Hard Rock teamed with Gensler to establish the first Reverb by
Hard Rock Hotel, inviting fans who live and breathe music to eat,

sleep and drink it too.



gusto! redefines a fast casual and Gensler was tasked to
evolve the brand into a drive thru experience offering

healthier food options on-the-go, Gensler embraced the
brand pillars of bright, approachable, local, and fun.

 



LAGOM INTERIORS
Lagom Interiors is an Atlanta-based interior design
firm. As experts in hospitality design, we provide

completely bespoke designs for branded and boutique
hotel properties throughout North America. Lagom

Interiors is dedicated to building strong relationships
– both with our clients and their brand, construction,

and purchasing teams – to craft consistently
exceptional hospitality interiors.

 



The Foundry Hotel in Asheville, NC is a Curio
Collection by Hilton property. The hotel is located
in Asheville’s original steel foundry and is made up
of three original and two new buildings made to
resemble the look of the historical buildings. The
goal was to preserve the history of the property by
creating an industrial yet elegant design aesthetic
with vintage-inspired touches and modern design.

 
 
 
 
 



The Foundry has won Hilton’s 2018 New Building of
the Year award, has been named one of the most

Instagrammable hotels in the U.S. by National
Geographic, has been nominated for Travel +

Leisure’s World’s Best Awards in 2019 and 2020, and
has been listed in Conde Nast’s “Best Places to Spend

Christmas in the U.S.” and included in their 2020
Reader’s Choice Awards ballot.

 
 
 
 



The Hyatt Place Mount Pleasant Towne Centre is
located in Mount Pleasant, SC, near the heart of

Charleston metro. The hotel was designed to
showcase the coastal feel while also accentuating the
historical features prevalent throughout Charleston

and the surrounding areas. Accents such as the white
marble look floors and the scroll embellished

decorative dividers echo designs often seen in
historical Charleston homes while the artwork features

imagery of marshlands, boating and fishing culture,
and local landmarks.

 

 



Sims Patrick Studio is a full-service interior design
firm committed to shaping places into memorable

experiences for hospitality, retail and corporate. We
imagine dreams, create brands, and design interiors
into three dimensions for unforgettable everyday

spaces.
 
 
 
 

SIMS PATRICK STUDIO



Hotel Hartness, Greenville S.C.



 
Hotel Hartness, Greenville S.C.



The Artisan by Tapestry: Savannah



The Lawrence by Tapestry





Virtual events +

Volunteering
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Furry
Fundraising





Dedicated to transforming
young minds & careers in

Hospitality! 




