
Dear Friends of NEWH,

Please join us celebrating the career of Chris Rice of Kellex, our 21st exceptional individual 
to receive this prestigious award. Whether you know our 2025 ICON or not, please take 
a moment to read his brief biography and support our initiative to lead our industry by 
example. 

You can help us honor our ICON by sharing your words of 
admiration and/or appreciation, which we will include in our 
Tribute Journal to be handed out during this year’s Gold Key 
Awards gala. Please fill out the form through the attached 
link with the details of your sponsorship intentions by  Friday, 
September 5, 2025. Deadline for submissions of artwork for 
the Tribute Journal is Friday, September 19, 2025. Should you 
have any questions, please call the NEWH, Inc. office and refer to the 
ICON Tribute Journal. Net proceeds from this journal will be deposited 
in the NEWH, Inc. Scholarship account to finance scholarships to 
deserving students studying hospitality.

Visit: newh.org/icon2025 for Chris’ full biography and 
more information on how to participate in this special 

tribute to Chris Rice 

A $7,500 Student Scholarship in honor of our ICON will be awarded to one 
exemplary student who has completed at least half of their program toward a degree 
in hospitality interior design, has a minimum 3.0 GPA, has participated in an industry 
internship, and exemplifies the highest standards of professionalism. Our ICONs and the 
scholarship recipient will be awarded at the 45rd Annual Gold Key Awards gala on 
Monday, November 10, 2025, an event held in conjunction with BDNY. Thank you in 
advance for your contribution in honor of Chris Rice, a true ICON and LEADER!

Warm regards,
NEWH, Inc. Board Of Directors

45rd Annual Gold Key Awards Gala

MONDAY NOVEMBER 10, 2025 – CIPRIANI 42ND STREET – NYC  
in conjunction with BDNY

Help NEWH celebrate an ICON of Industry

CHRIS RICE
Founder & President at 

 KELLEX

FFor over three decades, Chris Rice has quietly 
shaped the hospitality manufacturing world 
with precision, heart, and an unwavering 

commitment to mentorship. His impact stretches from 
factory floors to design studios to classrooms across the 
country.

Rice founded Kellex Corporation in 1994 with one 
mission—to raise the standard of hospitality furniture 
manufacturing in America. What started as a focused 
operation grew into a nationally respected brand, 
known for its quality craftsmanship, contract expertise, 
and long-term industry partnerships.

Rice built Kellex around principles of community, 
service, and innovation. He saw the hospitality sector 
not only as a market but as a movement—one where 
investing in people would drive long-term success. 

Rice’s commitment to design innovation has been 
constant—from pioneering ergonomic furniture for 
boutique hotels to guiding sustainable production 
processes that minimize waste and improve durability.

His support for education, both inside and outside his 
company, is reshaping how hospitality professionals are 
developed. Internally, he’s built workforce initiatives that 
prioritize skills growth, team collaboration, and upward 
mobility. Externally, he’s brought industry insight into 
schools and colleges—bridging the often-missing link 
between classroom and real-world production.

And now, through his mentorship of student designers, 
Rice is shaping how future leaders view design: not as 
decoration, but as a tool for human connection and 
guest satisfaction.

For NEWH, honoring Rice is about affirming the core 
values that define hospitality: service, excellence, men-
torship, and community.

For Rice, it’s a chance to shine a light on the people and 
passions that have fueled his success.


